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The ‘CRE Tree’: types of CRE initiatives in formal school settings

CRC & CHILD 
RIGHTS APPROACH

FLEXIBILITY / 
ADAPTABILITY

STAKEHOLDER
ENGAGEMENT / 

OWNERSHIP

EQUITY
SUSTAINABILITY

ACCOUNTABILITY

IN “INTENDED”
CURRICULUM

IN “TAUGHT”
CURRICULUM

AS A 
DISTINCT

TOPIC

TEACHER
EDUCATION

SPEAKERS
EVENTS

RESOURCES

AS PART 
OF SOCIAL

STUDIES
INTEGRATED

IN ALL 
SUBJECTS

CRE

INITIAL

ONLINE

PRINT

CHILD
RIGHTS
FAIRS

MULTI-MEDIA

YOUNG
AMBASSADORS

MATHS

LANGUAGES
HISTORY

ETC.
ETC.

COMPETITIONS

OUTSIDE
SPEAKERS

IN-SERVICE

SCIENCE

ART

RELIGION

GENERAL
STUDIES

HRE

CIT. ED

CHILD-FRIENDLY,
SAFE & HEALTHY
ENVIRONMENT

INTEGRITY/
PROECTION

RIGHTS-BASED
LEARNING &
ASSESSMENT

BROAD, RELEVANT,
INCLUSIVE

CURRICULUM

INTERNET

ASSESSMENT

PEDAGOGY

RELEVANT

ACCESSIBLE

PREVENTION

MECHANISMS

PROJECT
CYCLE
MANAGEMENT

RELIGIOUS
& CULTURAL
RIGHTS

SPACES &
OPPORTUNITIES

PEER
SUPPORT

LANGUAGE
OF INSTRUCTION

INCLUSION OF 
INDIVIDUAL
CHILDREN

LIFE 
SKILLS

RESPONSE

FREE FROM
STEREOTYPES

SUSTAINABLE 
USE OF 

PRODUCTS

HEALTH
& SAFETY

LOCATION,
DESIGN,

CONSTRUCTION
PARTICIPATION

IDENTITY

NEWSLETTERS

EVENTS
JOINT
HOMEWORK

TWINNING

PEN PALS

CAMPAIGNS

MEDIACOLLECTION
BOXES

EVENTS LETTER
WRITING

VOICES OF
YOUTH
CONNECT

EXHIBITIONS
& EVENTS

JOINT
FUNDRAISING

LOCAL
ISSUESCHILD-FRIENDLY

CITIES

VOLUNTEERING

PARENT TEACHER
STUDENT GROUPS

FAMILY

ADVOCACY

FUNDRAISING

RELATIONSHIPS

COMMUNITY
GROUPS

CAMPAIGNS
& ADVOCACY

LOCAL
COMMUNITY

GLOBAL
SOLIDARITY

LEARNING
FOR

RIGHTS

LEARNING
THROUGH
RIGHTS

LEARNING
ABOUT
RIGHTS

LEARNING
AS A

RIGHT

RIGHT TO
RESPECT
IN LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT

RIGHT TO
QUALITY
EDUCATION

RIGHT OF
ACCESS TO
EDUCATION

AVAILABLE 
& ACCESSIBLE

LIFE-CYCLE
APPROACH

EQUITY

LEARNING

TRANSFORMING
THE BROADER
ENVIRONMENT

PEOPLE
&

PLANET

ADVOCACY & CAPACITY BUILDING

TRANSFORMING 
THE LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENT

CRE in early childhood
education, primary and

secondary schools
(THIS TOOLKIT)

CRE in mass media

campaigns etc.

CRE as part of broader

HRE programmes

CRE fo
r p

rofess
ionals

(health
, ju

sti
ce etc.)

CRE in parenting /

childrearin
g programmes

CRE in ‘non-formal’

education settings

UNICEF is already engaged in CRE globally in a range of different contexts. This toolkit focuses on CRE in ‘formal’ education
settings for early years, primary and secondary schools.

Other CRE initiatives may include: 
awareness raising at national, regional and 
international levels; working with donors 
and the corporate sector; CRE in 
emergencies, etc. All of these initiatives 
complement each other.

What is child rights education (CRE)?

Teaching and learning about the provisions and principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the 
‘child rights approach’ in order to empower both adults and children to take action to advocate for and apply these at 
the family, school, community, national and global levels.

CRE is about taking action. By learning about child rights and the child rights approach children and adults are empowered to 
bring about change in their immediate environment and the world at large to ensure the full realization of the rights of 
all children.

CRE promotes the vision articulated in the CRC Preamble that “the child should be fully prepared to live an individual life in 

society, and brought up in the spirit of the ideals proclaimed in the Charter of the United Nations, and in particular in the spirit of 

peace, dignity, tolerance, freedom, equality and solidarity.”

CRE aims to build the capacity of rights-holders - especially children - to claim their rights, and the capacity of duty-
bearers to fulfil their obligations. It helps adults and children work together, providing the space and encouragement for 

meaningful participation and sustained civic engagement of children.

Children’s rights are human rights and CRE is consequently a specific component of human rights education.

Like human rights education, CRE involves learning about rights, learning through rights (using rights as an organizing 

principle to transform the culture of learning) and learning for rights (taking action to realize rights), within an overall context of 

learning as a right.

Child rights education 
involves much more than 
just teaching about the 
CRC as part of a lesson 
plan!

Depending on your local country context and terminology, work on child 
rights education might be addressed through different entry points such as 
‘citizenship’, ‘global education’ or ‘education for development’. Regardless 
of what you call it locally, the important thing is to apply the child rights 
approach to the process of how you work, and any products which come 
out of this work.


